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e ltLII\OIS ENVIRONMENTA~ROTECTION AGENCY MEMORANDUM 

DATE: April 14, 1988 

TO: Don Ju:if, USEPA 

FR0\1: John :tJ:c,rgan, IEPA 

SUl3Jt:CT: Risley ff1 Landfill 
ILD98LL24673/Franklin County 

IL 'i32-1)~70 

Executive Summary 

Risley #1, also known as the Franklin County Landfill, is a sanitary landfill 
locatec on a forty-acre site in the NE! of the SE! of Section 23, Township 
6 Soutr, Range 2 East in Franklin County. Risley Ill began accepting solid 
waste for disposal August 1, 1974, and ceased operations on July 30, 1980. 
During this active time, the landfill was operated by three separate parties. 

On Augcst 1, 1974, Lindell Minor of Benton, Illinois leased the land to Jerry 
Wiggs. Mr. Wiggs, under contract by Franklin County, began disposal operations 
immedic:tely. On June 12, 1975, after operating the site for almost a year, 
Mr. Wifgs received an operating permit (no. 1975-10-0P). On October 28, 1976, 
Mr. Mir_or leased the site to S & L Sanitation. Under contract by the County, 
S 5< L c~perated the site without a permit until February 28, 1978. At that 
t~me, the County, being dissatisfied with S & L's operation, entered into 
a new c:.greement with Noble Risley. Mr. Risley began operating the site in 
March, 1978, just to the east of where S & L and Wiggs had operated, but still 
on the property of Lindell Minor. 

One mcr,itoring well was installed at the site. This well was drilled to a 
depth c,f forty-five feet and was completed in saturated sand within the glacial 
drift. The glacial drift is underlain by Pennsylvanian-Age bedrock which 
consieted of limestone, sandstone, shale and coal. The screened interval 
'Alas nc t reported. The permit required the groundwater to be analytically 
tested for chloride, iron, sulfate, and residue of evaporation. The follmoiing 
is a ljst of the chemical parameters and their respective high and low concentrations 
as det E:cted throughout the monitoring program. 

August 14, 1981 April 3, 1978 

1) Chloride 263 mg/1 1456 mg/1 

October 10, 1975 Januarr 21, 1980 

2) Irc,n 0.01 mg/1 47 mg/1 

August, 1974 March 5, 1987 

3) Sulfate llO mg/1 320 mg/1 

August 14, 1981 May 12, 1980 

4) R.O.E. 911 mg/1 3249 mg/1 

EPI'-90 !flev. 6/7:i-20M) 



The vic·lation history of Risley Ill has been very active throughout its operation. 
During a site inspection by IEPA July 8, 1976, it was reported that Risley 
f/1 was accepting hazardous waste without a supplemental permit. The waste 
reportedly came from Mark Twain Marine in West Frankfort. Although an analysis 
of the waste constituents was not available, the words "Cook Paint and Varnish" 
were m.::.rked on the side of the barrels. Because of the limited chemical parameters 
utilized during the groundwater monitoring program, a hazardous waste release 
into tte groundwater could exist virtually undetected. See attached complaint 
for otl:er alleged violations which occurred at Risley Ill. 

On March 18, 1988, an off-site reconnaissance inspection was conducted to 
in.3pect site security, accessibility, the surrounding habitat and to update 
site ccnditions and the operational status. The site was not in operation 
and security consisted of a poorly-constructed wire fence. The landfill itself 
appeared to he overgrown with vegetation and abandoned for some time. The 
Big Muddy River is about one mile west, and the area surrounding the site 
appeared to be agricultural with a few scattered residences near the proximity 
of the Sj~t:e. 

Risley #1 has been assigned a designation with no further action required. 
This decision ~11as based on tli.e low HRS which was a result of the minimal human 
consumption of groundwater and the fact that the primary source of public 
drinking water is supplied from Rend Lake upstream from the site. 
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Production Credit 

.• 1':, I •I I ~~~~~~t~~V!!~,~t 
., Farm Loans For: 

• Operating Cash • Buildings 

• Equipment • Sons-Silos 

• Cars-Trucks • Education 

• Part Time Farmers 

Federal Land Bank 
Association 

Joel Hames, Ass•srant V•ce Pres1dent 

Is this the time to buy more 

land? 
If you're considering it. stop in 

and see us. 

Tue·;j~Y. w.~dr,escav & 

frod3) 8·:0 3 I" 2 30 p.m. Phone: 439-3914 
Thursday 10:00 a.rr 

Fa ·m BJreaL Building Benton, Illinois 62B12 Farm Bureau BUlle ·c: 




